About Us
The Mendota Mdewakanton Dakota Community (MMDC) is a 501(c)(3) nonprofit organization whose mission is to preserve, protect, and promote the Dakota culture for future generations.  
We are a group of members of the Dakota nation who can trace their tribal ancestry back to Mendota, Minnesota in the 1700s.  

We are a place of acceptance, understanding, and learning.  In the old world, the Dakota people and settlers worked together peacefully to understand each other. Come and share in our celebrations as our ancestors did so long ago. Join us in celebrating and preserving the culture and heritage that we almost lost.  

We want future generations of all people to have the opportunity to learn, share, and celebrate our Dakota Ways.  Our commitment to sustaining Dakota language and culture for both Indian and non-Indian communities is our organization’s driving force.  

We have been working on federal tribal recognition through the Bureau of Indian Affairs (BIA) since March 1996, and we expect this process to continue for several years to come.  If we are successful in achieving federal recognition, our status will change, but our commitment to Dakota language and culture will continue to be a driving force. 

We encourage all people to participate in our programs and events.  Our focus is primarily the Minneapolis/St. Paul metro area.


Our Goals
We currently have seven (7) long-range goals:

1. Promote and support the preservation of the Dakota culture, including protecting sites of cultural significance to the Dakota people.

2. Teach community members and others the Dakota language.

3. Promote a better understanding between the Native American community and the general public.

4. Develop self-sufficiency through in-house business.

5. Maintain a tribal office in Mendota, MN.

6. Obtain federal recognition.

7. Acquire a land base.
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Current Programs / Activities

Preserving the Culture

Consistent with our mission, several programs and activities focus on the preservation of Dakota culture:

· Conducting weekly Dakota language classes 

· Conducting monthly traditional craft classes

· Hosting the annual MMDC Welcome Home Traditional Pow-Wow 

· Hosting annual World Peace and Prayer Day and Winter Solstice ceremonies at Camp Coldwater 

· Participating in a annual Sugar Bush Camp

· Hosting the annual remembrance ceremony to honor the Dakota ancestors who were interred in the Fort Snelling concentration camp after the 1862 Dakota Conflict

Accomplishment highlights:

· Attendance at the 2008 annual Mendota Pow‑Wow exceeded 2,100 participants.  This represents a 420% increase since the first Pow-wow in 1999 when about 500 people attended.  We expect this trend in increased participation to continue for several years.
· There have been approximately 100 participants in the Dakota language classes since they first began in 1998, with 30% MMDC member participation.  

· Hosted Oceti Sakowin (Seven Council Fires) meeting in June 2007.



Protecting the Culture

We believe that a critical component of ensuring that Dakota culture will exist for future generations is protecting the culture today.  These protective activities are crucial to MMDC’s mission:

· Participation in the National Trust of Historic Preservation Twin Cities Local Advisory Committee 

· Exercising Treaty rights, such as pass and re-pass rights at Camp Coldwater and fishing rights under the 1805 Treaty

· Partnering with the Pilot Knob Preservation Association to protect an historical site from being developed into a commercial office-building complex. 
Accomplishment highlights:

· Protected the spring at Camp Coldwater.  The spring, considered the historic birthplace of Minnesota, is part of the Dakota creation story.  

· Protected an Indian burial mounds from destruction.

· Protected a natural spring and surrounding land in Bloomington, MN, sacred to the Dakota, from destruction by development

· Helped protect Grey Cloud Island in MN from development

· The 2003 Gandhi-King-Ikeda Community Builders Prize was awarded to MMDC Historian, Jim Anderson, for leadership in creating awareness of Native American Sacred Sites in Minneapolis.  



Promoting the Culture

We believe that promoting the Dakota culture is important on many levels.  First and foremost, promoting the culture ensures that accurate historical and contemporary information about the Dakota is present in relevant dialogues and is available to Dakota and non-Dakota alike.  Promotion initiatives also provide the foundation for improved relationships with our non-Dakota relatives:

· Educational Outreach to local schools to share the Dakota culture, crafts, regalia, and artifacts

· Sponsoring a Dakota language immersion Charter school (K-6) (in planning and development stage)
· Maintaining a website for the MMDC providing historical and cultural information to visitors

· Partnering with tribal, city, county and state governments, Native and non-Native non-profits, and grass root organizations on issues and initiatives that pertain to and affect Dakota and other Native peoples.  

Accomplishment highlights:

· The 2005 Virginia McKnight Binger Awards in Human Service was awarded to MMDC Administrative Assistant, Linda Brown, as a result of her work with the MMDC in preserving our Dakota heritage. 

· Collaborated with the University of Minnesota on several native-related projects 

· Co-sponsoring, in conjunction with the Minnesota Historical Society’s Friends of the Sibley House, the annual “Dakota Series” educating the general public about Dakota people

