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An Ominous Specter of Censorship has descended upon
both the Sibley Historic Site and Historic Fort Snelling.

By Robert A. Mihish [The following article reflects my personal views. Our Board

has yet to decide how we should respond to the Minnesota Historical Society’s
empowering a new entity, the Dakota Community Council, with the right to
censor any presentations at the Sibley Site that touch in any way on Dakota

heritage, history or culture].

Last summer our Friends Board heard
rumors that the Minnesota Historical
Society had established something
called the Dakota Community Council
(the “DCC”) that was to have some sort
of role in determining programming and
controlling events at the Sibley Site.
When Melanie Adams, Senior Director
of Guest Experience and Educational
Services for MNHS visited our Board
meeting last August, we asked her
about the DCC. She told us that we
would need to get that information from
Joe Horse Capture, the Director of
American Indian Initiatives for MNHS.
After some effort, we finally were able
to meet with him on January 23, 2018.

Mr. Horse Capture explained that the
DCC was formed by seven federally
recognized Dakota Tribes and that a
partnership arrangement exists

between MNHS and the DCC. He
refused to provide a copy of the
partnership agreement, copies of
minutes of their meetings, or a listing of
the 15-20 persons who comprise the
DCC. He said the DCC has the
exclusive right to determine what is
presenied at the Sibley Site and at
Historic Fort Snelling that pertains to the
history, heritage and culture of the
Dakota Indians who inhabited

Minnesota and the surrounding area.

Of particular significance to our Friends
organization is the fact that Mr. Horse
Capture confirmed that no members of
the Mendota Mdewakanton Dakota

Community are involved in any way with
the DCC. For nearly twenty-five years
those in charge of programming and
events at the Sibley Site as well as our
Friends organization have worked
closely with members of the Mendota
Mdewakanton Tribe to provide

education about Dakota history, culture
and heritage as part of programs and
events. Although | asked him directly,
Mr. Horse Capture did not provide an
explanation why people whose Dakota
ancestors were closely aligned with the
Sibley Site were excluded from the
DCC. He simply stressed that the
Mendota Dakota Tribe represented only
a small minority of Dakota people, - as
if that had some relevance as to why
their Dakota heritage could no longer
be told at the Sibley Site.

When | questioned why MNHS had
decided to impose a regime of
censorship about Dakota culture,
history and heritage in programs and
events at the Sibley Site, both Ben
Leonard, Manager of Community
Outreach and Partnerships at MNHS as
well as Mr. Horse Capture denied that
the DCC was involved in censorship.
However, they provided no explanation
to support that assertion. If one
“Googles” the verb “to Censor”, one of
the definitions that shows up is to
“examine (a book, movie, etc.) officially
and suppress unacceptable parts of it.”
An example of how this new regime of
censorship works at the Sibley Site is
the planning for a revival of a

celebration of Le Fete de la St. Jean
Baptiste. Previously, when the Fete was
held at the Sibley Site, some of the
members of the Mendota Dakota Tribe
were involved in the planning and
participated in the Fete. When Matt
Carter, Executive Director of the Dakota
County Historical Society, learned that
some of those members had been
contacted about planning for reviving
the Fete, he had no choice but to censor
that activity, as required by the contract
between and MNHS.

Here is what he told those who were
involved in the planning process:

“we like the idea of in-
cluding Dakota culture in
the event, but will need
to put that on hold

slightly. If we are to in-
clude any aspect of Da-
kota culture, we need to
work with MNHS on

what this would look like.

So as we continue the
discussions and plan-
ning for this event, ~
please keep this to
simple discussions be-
tween those of us in-
volved in the planning for
now. If we do intend to
move forward with in-
cluding an aspect of the
Dakota in this event, we
should continue this dis-
_ cussion in person to de-
termine the exact role.

As such, | ask that you
do not proceed with con-
tacting any additional

groups / people related
to this until we have had
more of a chance to sit
down and talk about it

out.

Unfortunately, that will
include not involving the
Mendota Dakota in any
sort of discussions for
the time being.”
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Clearly, when DCHS barred the
Mendota Tribe from even being involved
in planning for the presentation of their
Dakota history, heritage and culture as
part of the Fete, it amounts to officially
suppressing their ability to tell their
unique story of their Dakota heritage.

Equally disturbing was our discussion
about the fact that MNHS has changed
the name for where the waters of the
Minnesota River meet the Mississippi
from “Mdote,” which the Mendota Tribe
have historically called it, to

“Bdote,”which, apparently is the term
used by those Dakota who lived much
farther to the West. Mr. Horse Capture
claimed that the M word was used by a
smaller number of Dakota than the B

word. Whether that is true, the act of

changing the name serves to eliminate
from the Dakota lexicon a part of the
Mendota Dakota heritage associated
with the Sibley Site, and its proximity to
Mdote. And, more importantly, what
should not be overlooked when consid-
ering the banishment of the “M” word is
that an integral element of cultural geno-
cide is to eliminate a people’s language.
It seems a shame that everyone asso-
ciated with the Sibley Site must now be
a participant in marginalizing the
Mendota Dakota, whose ancestors
were so closely associated with the
Sibley Historic Site.

Want to be more involved? Make
Yyour voice heard, make your mark
on history by getting actively
involved in the Friends of Sibley
Historic Site! We are always
welcome to more “active”

members.

Friends of the Sibley Historic Site
Financial Report for 2017

TOTAL ASSETS 1-1-17 $24 147
Receipts:
Membership Dues and Donations 5,665
Book Sales 306
Annual Meeting 2,072
Total Receipts $8,043
Disbursements:
Bank Charges 24
Memorials: Sibley Endowment (Helen & Dick Frye) 400
Sales Tax 78
Digital Photo Project 90
Annual Meeting 1,704
Banner for Halloween Event a8
Pow Wow (Mendota Mdewakanton Dakota) 200
Plans for Enclosure for Toilet near the Historic Houses 495
Picnic Table 825
Website 60
Minnesota Secretary of State — filing fee 35
Gardens and Landscaping 332
School Tours 520
Dakota Co. Hist. Society: LeDuc 150 Fundraiser 150
Dak. Co. Hist. Soc. Donation for Site Staff Compensation 1,500
Total Disbursements $6,511
TOTALASSETS $25,679
Balance Sheet 12/31/17:
Checking Account $12,913
Savings Account 2,762
CD — Cherokee Bank 10,004
Liabilities -0-
TOTAL | $25679

Notes: Total Assets listed in the 2016 Financial Report were overstated
because the Savings Account balance of $2,761 was counted twice. The
CD balance shown was as of 5/20/17. The CD was redeemed on 1/31/18
for $10,020.34 and deposited into the Savings Account. The expenses for
gardens and landscaping do not reflect the value of the time devoted by
members of the Minnesota DAR and the Mendota Heights Garden Club.





